A Strange but true Account of the Bars 
barous uſage of three young Ladies 
in France for being Proteſtants. 


VVith a Relation alſo-of their VV, onderfull Eſcape 
from thence Into England. 


D Hat the World may 0 longer doubt of the troch of thoſe 
{ accounts which are! daily given; by ' the'poor diſtreſſed 
:1.: Proceftaves which Fly from France, of the'cruelties un- 
der which they groan, nor prerend they are (ar leaſt) onely the 
mzaner fort of People that ſuffer, to whom 'tis rather at! adyan- 
cage then otherwiſe, {ince they cakechar re erence to Change a poor, 
ſlavery-1n cheir own Country, to Live Rich and Free in ours, I 
have taken the Liberty to publiſh: the following 'account ; which 
being of xemdoubred Truth, may perhaps advantage thoſe poor pes 
plc, atleaſt Iam fare, candiloblige only ſome malicions Papiſts, 
Hard by. Caen in Normandy, Liv'd three Perſoris.of Quallicy, 
who beſides conſiderable ſtates, could juſtly boaſt off ſharing 
the beſt Blood in that Province ; They had every one a Son and a 
Daughter, who were no leſs Friends to, each other, then their 
Fachers ; ſo that the Young Ladies were ſeldom aſunder, - but 
Jjoyntly imploy d themſelves in the pretty'Exerciſes of their Sex, 
as their Brothers'did in the more Robuſt! ones of theirs, | 
- They Liv'd in this agreeable Communication, when that great 
Rach Lewis the XIV. began to put his Armies in a poſture 
to Command the World. And it was then that, theſe young 
Gallants imparienc of ſitting ſtill, whilſt there. was ſo large. a 
Field for them to ſhew cheir Gallantry | in, beg'd- and obtemn'd 
leave of their good old Fathers, to goeand preſent themſelves to 
his Majeſty ; that great Monarch receiv'd them wirh his uſual affa- 
billiry, ard gave them leave to make their firſt Apprentiſhip of 
War amongit the Muſquetatres.:a Cheval: of his Guard, -and-'as: 
ſuch they made ſeveral] Campaignes, bat-juſt whett bis Ma ay 
was about to reward their many brave"aEtions wich Cre 
fuicable co'their Quallities, the 1ll fate of War took, them off oft; 
they being Slain atchecaking of .a Town;: as'they: fought each ($ 
other, The news of this accident prov'd'mortal to'their hiduls 
gent Parents, ſorhat the three Ladies ſaw:themſelves.in an Inſtance 
wichoup either Fathers, or Brothers, but-being of-coo-tender an 
Age for Grief co make any deepImpreſfion/in, they'outTiv'd the 
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there was nothing in the Province talk'd off but their Beauties ; 
They bad as many pretenders as there were Young Noblemen in 
che Country, who could have any m__ to Charm theſe young 
Beauties, eirhec wich cheic Perſons or Fortunes ; but they having 
in cheir Youth, by the means of anold Servant who attended chem, 
fuck'd in the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, remain'd in- 
different to them all : However an old Count:who had been a 
great Friend of cheir Fathers, and who had a valt Eſtate, wrought 
{9 upon their, (Tuardians, that one of them was Sacrific'd tobim, 
and the other two not-enduring to;be parted from ſodeara Friend, 
bore her Company to his Caſtle, whither after the conſummation 
of the Marriagehe carried his-new: Spouſe. --.-. 

Never did Age and Y outh agree ſo well for the firſt Year, as thoſe two did, 
for the humour'd him in all things, and he doated on. her/extreamly ; Bur his 
Chaplain being a Jeſuit, having at laſt found our char theſe threeLadies diſpised 
lis. Idolatrous Principles (according to the Bloody Maxims of that Society) 
{c himſelf co diſturb this happy Quier, "and laying hold of every opportunicy 
which his Function gave him of being alone with the old Man, fill'd, his Head 
withſuſpicions to,that degree, by ſometimes purting him in mind of his own 
Ape and her Yourh, and then again hinting her -Herefie (as he call'd it) that 
from Loving herleſs then ordinary, he came at laſt almoſt to hate her ; Yet pre- 
tending that Jealoulie was his'only Diſeaſe, he gave for ſome time no further 

roofs of his hatred than to confine-her, with the other rwo Ladies to: her 
Elramber ; Butchis not being what the . Jeſyitaim'd ar, (who reſoly'd to have 
them eicherof his Superſtitton, or elſe-ro make them/Martyr's) they did nor 
long continue thus; but had further proofs of his cruelties, for in rwo Months 
timetheir Lodging waschang'd, and they now put in the lower Room of the 
Caille, where the Jeſuit was their Goaler, and Bread and W acer their Food. 
In this miſerable condition” they lay for fome time, being dayly haunted, . by 
their barbarous Keeper, who ſpar'd for neither threats nor argumetits ro make 
then} Renounce-rheir Religion, and goe into a Monaſtry, (this-being their 
Guardians defigne.to ger their Eſtates) bur'they ſtill couragiouſly refiſted all his 
efſzales, and with a patience incredible bore their afflictions; rill good Forcune 
pretented them: with an occafion of eſcaping from them, Which was thus g 
Dhar old Genitlewoman whoſe Inſtructions:had brought them over to the Pro= 
teſtanc Religion, dying, left behind her a-Son, who. waited upon the above- 
mentioned Jeſus, and he being admitted to carry them-cheir poor allowance, 
they ſo wrought on him,.chat he carried rhem a Letter to'a Young Gentleman, 
who had embrac' the ſame beliefe with them, wherein they diſplay'd their 
miſerable Condition, and beg'd his affiſtancerodeliver them trom their misfor. 
whes;;: he had no.fooner receiv'd this meflage, but Preparing a Boatand a Lad- 
der of Ropes baſtened with the Boy to the Caſtle, and approaching the lower 
Room which was their Priſon, which had a: Window looking toward the 
Ditch, he fourdd'means to etiter, and without being diſcovered by any in the 
, Gaſtle, helpedrhem our' by the ſame way,' and then haſtened to the 'Sea fide, 
where they happily Embarqued, and came for England. 11-750 
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